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Mrs. Veal's ghost.
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capable.' BOSWELL. 'I think, Sir, that is a very rational supposition.' JOHNSON. 'Why, yes, Sir; but we do nut know it is a true one. There i.s no harm in believing it: hut you must not compel others to make it an article of faith ; for it is not revealed.' BOSWKLL. ' Do you think, Sir, it i" wrong in a man who holds the doctrine of purgatory, to pray for the souls of his deceased friends ?' JOHNSON'. ' Why, no, Sir1/ BOSWELL. 'I have been told, that in the Liturgy of the Episcopal Church of Scotland, there was a form of prayer for the dead/ JOHNSON. ' Sir, it is not in the liturgy which Laud framed for the Episcopal Church of Scotland: if there is a liturgy older than that, I should bo glad to see it/ Hns.< WELL. 'As to our employment in a future state, the sacred writings say little. The Revelation, however, of St. John gives us many ideas, and particularly mentions inuMYk'V JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, ideas must be given you by mean-, of something which you know8: and as to nmsiYk thru- air some philosophers and divines who have maintained that ur shall not be spiritualized to such a degree, but that -.njur thing of matter, very much refined, will remain. In that I'.r.e, musick may make a part of our future: felicity/
BOSWELL. 'I do not know whether there are any well attested stories of the appearance of ghosts. You know there is a famous story of the appearance' of Mrs. Veal, pir fixed to Drelinconrt on Death? JOHNSON', 'I UHirve, Sir, that is given up. I believe the woman declared upon lin-death-bed that it was a lie4/ BoswKl.U 'This objnUojj
1 See ante, i. 278, and ii. 120.
* Revelations, xiv. 2.
8 Johnson, in The Rambler, No. 78, dwrilw-M man's druth u* 'a change not only of the place, but tin; manner of his In-m^ tin rit-trance into a state not simply which he knows not, hut wlmh JHT. haps he has not faculties to know.'
4 This fiction is known to have been inwnlfd by Djuiir! !»(-!,«• ;iw! was added to Drelincourt's book, to make it .srli. Thr lir-it r<lici».n had at not. MALONE. ' More than fifty editions have not rUi,m,tr,i its popularity. The hundreds of thousands xvho !um< l,,,i^lu fhr silly treatise of Drelincourt have borne unconaduus                '
genius of De Foe.'   Forster's Jissays, ii, 70.
